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rapidly drifting Into barbarism. The cruel and merciless persecution
of the Jews was all part of the new dispensation. The occupation
of Prague, the conquest of Austria, the absorption of the Rhineland,
all provided ample evidence that Hitler and the Nazis could not
be trusted. But if any-more evidence was wanted, surely it could
be found in the ruthless and cruel treatment of their own nationals,
not only Jews, but their political opponents. And I often wonder if
Mr. Chamberlain ever seriously thought we could avoid a clash
with Germany by the policy of appeasement.

Churchill was constantly warning the Government of the
dangers ahead. I am not sure that Churchill's finest parliamentary
speeches were not made in the years immediately before the outbreak
of war in 1939. When hewas Prime Minister hemade great orations,
but he knew he had the House of Commons behind him, and the
whole nation, if not the whole world, was listening in; in other
words, he had a perfect settingforhis speeches. But in 1938 and 1939
he was a leader without a party, the Government was hostile
and the Labour Party none too friendly- to him. He would often
rise unheralded in a half-empty House, but before he had finished
he was speaking to crowded benches and held members by the
brilliance of his oratory. In those days he had two devoted
adherents, Robert Boothby and Brendan Bracken, the one had
dark hair and the other red. They were familiarly known as
Winston's Black and Tans, and their appearance together generally
heralded a speech by their leader.

It is no secret that Archie Sinclair worked closely with
Churchill in his study of defence problems.

We Liberals were constantly pressing our views, particularly on
the need for a Ministry of Supply.

In November, 1938, on the opening of a new session, I tabled,
on behalf of the party, an amendment to the Address calling
for the creation of a Ministry of Supply, which was debated on
the seventeenth of, the month. Churchill made a magnificent
speech in support of this amendment, some of which is worth
quoting: "We are indebted to the Liberal Party for having brought
the House of Commons squarely to the fence. The House must
jump it or swerve ignominiously away from it, and in the result,
as I believe, lose a race upon which the stakes not only comprise
the safety of our country, but also affect great causes of world
significance. We have drifted on and we have drifted down and
the question to-night is whether we go oh drifting or make a
renewed effort to rise." But Churchill was not content only with
speech, he actually went into the division lobby in support of our
amendment against the Government.